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(COR DING to yout 
hs 1 2 | Deſire, I here Xn 
wo vou my Thoughts on 
ad A Gibraltar, with fuch 
ITS a) Reaſons as occur to 
me for our never part- 
ing with it; as alſo ſome Propoſals 
for leſſening the Expence which the 
Crown is at in maintaining that va- 
taable Acquiſition: And 1 chuſe to 
do it in this publick Manner, as be- 
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Great Maſter of their Ordnance has 
made a Tour to Malaga, there to ex- 
ecute ſome of his Catholick Majeſty's 
Orders, and to ſurvey the Magazines 


and the Arſenal, which has not been 


done for ſome Years paſt 3. and that 
Commiſſarizs have been alſo ſent 
into Andaluſia (in the Neighbourhood 
of Gibraltar) to take a Liſt of ſuch 


Horſes as the Inhabitants can ſpare, 


without Prejudice to their Husbandry, 


to remount the Cavalry in caſe of 


need. The State of their Land and 
Sea Service is now alſo ſettling, or 
ſettled; and as they are building new 
Ships, and refitting their old Ones, 
it looks as if the eſtabliſhing a Ma- 
rire was their darling Project, and 
that they have nothing ſo much at 
Heart as the obtaining of Gibraltar 
and Port Mahon from us. But the 
following Letter ſnews more fully 


what is on the Carpet at Madrid, viz. 


Ma: 


of it cannot be too generally conſi- 
der d, when we find the Spaniards 
-arming, and propoſing much to them- 
ſelves againſt the enſuing Seaſon for 
Action; for we are informed that the 
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Madrid, Octob. 18. © Colonel Sray- 
4 pope, Envoy Extraordinary from the 
* King of Great Britain, appears but 
« ſeldom at Court: Tis faid, that 
« the Diſtance he keeps is owing to 
« ſome Diſcovery he has made of 

* ſome Deſigns of the Spaniards up- 


on Gibraltar and Port Mahon. 


The Report that Capt. Cammock 
has been beheaded ar Granada, co- 


ming ſo cloſe after this Letter, in- 


duced ſome to think, that he may 
haye ſuffered on Account of having 
made Diſcoveries in relation to the 
Deſigns of the Spaniards on Gibraltar 
or Port Mahon. There is certainly 
Reaſon for this Conjecture, ſince Mr. 
Cammock, who was formerly Captain 
of one of our Men of War, has met 
with ſuch Preferment in the Sea Ser- 
vice of Spain, and has been otherwiſe 
ſo confided in there, that he could 
not but be let into Seerets of Impor- 
tance: Add to all this, the Readineſs 
thoſe of his Party ſhew to make their 
Peace, and thereby obtain a Liberty 
of returning to their native Country; 
and we may reaſonably conclude, if he 
has loſt his Head, it has been on ſome 
ſuch an Account. Whe- 


Whether the foreg 


| fince I believe there are few Exg/iſh» 


yo 1 


eport of Mr, Cammock's being put to 
is not very material to my Purpoſe, 


1 


men, who do not think, that the Spa. 
xiards have had Deſigns both on Gi- 
Graltar and Port Mahox ever ſince 
they have been in our Hands, and 
that they have even run their utmoſt 
Stretch both in War and Politicks to 
diſpoſſeſs Us of thoſe Places, which 


Great Britain cannot give up without 


irreparable Damage: We ought there- 
fore ever to be on our Guard againſt 
them, and to act in this ReſpeR, as 
if we were really let into their deep- 


eſt Deſigns. Did not a Spirit of 


blind Deluſion reign over ſome of our 
Country Men, certainly they would 


not be — to eſtimate the Value 
n 


of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, from the 


' Concern which Spain ſhews at her ha- 


ving parted with them. 


. . Gibraltar being, in my Opinion, of 
greater Importance to Us than Pore 
Mahon, I ſhall ſolely confine my ſelf 
thereto, not in the leaſt doubting bur 
theſe Papers will have their due 2 15 
oy | „ 
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ing Letter, or the 
Dearh, be | true Or no, in i every Part, 


wy 
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with All who will ſeriouſly conſidet 
what I offer. Some I am well aſſured 
there are who will give no Attention 
to any Thing that may be advanced 
by an Advocate for Gibraltar ; but theſe 
appear to me to be in Spaniſh Pay, 
or otherwiſe ſurely they would nor 
talk of its being a dead Weight on 
the Publick, when it is ſo well known 
to many, that the Security and Happi- 
neſs of Great Britain much depends 
on it; and that it is not in the moſt 
fruitful Imagination to figure out a 
Place more happily ſeated, or better 
defended both by Art and Nature a- 
gainſt an Enemy, than Gibraltar is. 
Tis a Key to the Mediterranean, and 
entitles us to the Sovereignty of that 
Sea ; for by ſtationing a Squadron 


e of Men of War there, we have ir 
0 in our Power to ſuffer few, or no 
1 Ships to paſs without our Permiſ- 
ſion. | 
f I ſhall firſt conſider the Import- 
U ance of Gibraltar in reſpect to Har- 
F #aty: When I ſpeak of Barbary, I 
t would not be underſtood to mean 
t the Moors in general, but only the 
b Subjects of che Emperor of Fez and 
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(10) 
Morocco, ſince it does not appear, 
that the States of Algier, Tunis, and 
Tripoli are ſo ready to violate their 


Treatics with us as the Rovers of 
Sally, &c. are, notwithſtanding their 


Ships, both for Number and Force, 


are much ſuperior to the others. 
Were it to my Purpoſe, I could al- 


| ſign Reaſons why we have been fo 
often inſulted: by that People, and 


could point out what would effectu- 
ally oblige them to treat Us with 
more Regard than they have hereto- 
fore done: But this being foreign to 
my Subject, I haſten to that. 


It is but too well known how 
capable the Moors are of annoying 
our Mediterranean Trade, as well 
from the aptneſs of their Situation, 
as too frequent a Diſregard to their 
Treaties with Us. Tis alſo too well 
known, that We ſcarce ever had a 
Rupture with that People, wherein 
they have not plundered Us of Four- 
ſcore, or a Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds before our Differences have 
been compoſed; and notwith- 
ſtanding they have broke the Peace, 
without to much as aſſigning any 

| : Reaſon 


E 


Reaſon for it, yet ſo far have We 
been from obtaining any Reſtitution, 
that, after keeping a Squadron to 
cruize on them many Months at a 
great Ex pence to the Crown, We 


have been obliged ro add valuable 
Preſents to their rich Plunder, before 


We could bring them to accommodate 
Matters. 


Theſe Things conſidered (and that 
if We were to take every Ship they 


have, it would be but a Trifle to our 
Loſſes) fully evidence the abſolute. 
Neceſſity there is of having a conve- 


nient Port in their Neighbourhood, 


as well for the Security of our Com- 
merce againſt them, as the equipping 


olf ſuch a Squadron as may be thought 
yz neceſſary to protect it, and diſtreſs a 
People who will not believe, till they 
ate convinced by more powerful Ar— 
guments than Words, that it is their 
Intereſf conſtantly to maintain a faſt 
Friendſhip with Us. Of ſuch a Port 
vue are, God be thanked, poſſeſſed, 
3 ſince Gibraltar anſwers our utmoſt 
& Wiſhes in this Reſpect; for it nor 
only lies near the Ports of the Em- 
peror of Morocco, but has Conveni- 
7 B 2 encies 
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encies for cleaning ſuch a Squadron as 


would be - ſufficient ro humble the 
Moors, ſhould they ever treat us again 
in the ſame manner they have for- 
merly done: Beſides, the Ships, as ſouon 
as clean, may be on Service without 
the Loſs of any Time. ? 
I ſpeak on my own Knowledge, when 
I fay, that Men of War of the 5th 
and 6th Rate have cleaned, and re- 
fitted in the New Mole at Gibraltar: 


And I cannot help being of Opinion, 


that it would be no great Charge to 
render it fit for thoſe of higher Rank 
to do the ſame there, more eſpecially ; 
ſhould the like Meaſures be taken as 
were in making the fine Wharf at 
Port Mahon, where ſeveral of our beſt 7 
Ships may careen at one and the ſame 7 
time. In a word, Gibraltar is of the 
urmoſt Conſequence to us in a War 
with the Moors, for it enables us in- 


tirely to ſtop the Barbary Trade, 1 
which I hope to ſee effectually done 


ſhould there ever be another Occaſion # 
for it, fince that is the only Expedient 
to make them value our Friendſhip, © 
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(13) 
I am not inſenſible that ſome, who 
have never breathed in any Air but 
that of England, and who join the 
Cry againſt Gibraltar, will tell me that 
Lisbon is a proper Place to. clean the 

adron in, which may be appointed, 
in Caſe of a War with the Moors, to 
cruize againſt the Rovers of Sally. 
*'Tis granted, that Lisbon is a Port 
capable of receiving, and refitting Ships 
of any Rate; however, as it is much far- 
ther diſtant from the Ports of the Empe- 
ror of Morocco, it ought not to be men- 
tioned, in this Reſpect, when Gibraltar 
is named, ſince much Time might be 
ſpent in a Ship's Paſſage thither, much 
in her cleaning, and ſo much in her 
Return to her Station, that ir is nor 
improbable ro ſuppoſe, the Ship ſhe 
was to relieve might by ſome Accident 
be forced from the Port where ſhe 
was cruizing before the other's Arri- 
val, and thereby give an Opportunity 
to a Sally Rover to get out, and ſnap 
up ſome of our Trade in ſo hungry a 
Time as an intire Prohibition of their 
— would infallibly bring on 
them. ; 


Were 
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Were we at War with the Moors, and 
diſpoſleſs'd of Gibraltar, I readily allow 
thar Lisbon would be the propereſt 
Place to clean the Sally Squadron. As 
we at preſent ſtand with the Court of 
Portugal, there is no doubt of our 
obtaining a Liberty of ſo doing; but 
ſince in Caſes of this Nature it is as 
reaſonable we ſhould look on the left, 
as well as the right ſide, let us there- 
fore, for once, ſuppoſe Gibraltar given 
up, that we have a War with Spain, 
and do not ſtand ſo well with the Por- 
tugueſe as to have leave to clean one 
Ship at Lisbon. This certainly is no 


62 impoſſible Suppoſition, conſidering the 
[| Alliance and Intetrmarriages between 
1 Spain and Portugal: Both Courts feem 
. now well agreed; and ſhould their 


Friendſhip continue till à Difference 
might happen between Great Britain 
and Spain, T cannot perceive but that 
the Portugueſe would ceaſe to regard 
us as they have hitherto done: Nay, 
tis not iraprobable, in this Caſe, but 
they might deny us the Liberty of 
entering the Tagus with our Ships. 
What then muſt be done in a War 
with the Moors? Whither would the 
% Auti-Gibraltarians ſend the Sally * 
11 | ron 
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dron then? In this Caſe, had they 
any good Wiſhes for their Country, 


they would wiſh too late for Gz- 
Braltar, and have convincing Proof of 
the Advantages we reap from it, with 
reſpect to the Moors in particular, and 
to the Trade and Security of Great 
Britain in general. 


Tis not improbable, that thoſe on 
this Side the Queſtion may talk of 
Port Mahon as a proper Place to clean 


the Sally Squadron in; but the Gen- 
tlemen of the Navy (who muſt be 
allowed in this Caſe to be the beſt 
Judges) will tell them, that Port 


Mahon is not ſo proper for it as Liſ- 
bon, ſince that Place is not only at a 
conſiderable Diſtance from any of the 
Mooriſh Ports, but the Ships which 


clean there muſt paſs the Szreights 
Mouth before they can enter on Ser- 


vice againſt the Sally Rovers; and if 
they meet not with a ſtrong Eaſterly 
Wind to reſiſt the Current, which ſets 
into the Mediterranean at the rate of 
5, or 6 Miles per Hour, they may 


be drove up to Port Mahon again be- 


fore a favourable Opportunity offers 


for their getting on their Station, ſince 


Ve 


(16), 


we are not to ſuppoſe our Ships can 


put into Gibraltar Bay, ſhould the 
Spaniards or French ever become poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, and be at War with us. 


In this Caſe we need not doubt but 
they would improve on our Neglect 
of it, and always have a ſufficient 


Force there, as well to prevent our 


entring that Port, as to annoy our 
Mediterranean Trade. 7 


This Conſideration alone convinces 


me of the Importance of Gibraltar; 
for if we were not poſſeſſed of it, and 
could not have the Liberty of that Bay 
for our Trade to ſtop in, for a favour- 
able Occaſion to paſs the Streights, 
What muſt we do? Whither muſt they 


o? Into the Ports of Spain; No, we 
jave already ſuppoſed our ſelves at | 
War with the Spaniards. Tis likely 
that thoſe who will not be brought to 
ſee the Value of Gibraltar, will ſay, | 
that if ſtormy Weather and Weſt- 
crly Winds hold ſo long as to force | 
any of our Trade up the Mediterranean 
as high as Port Mahon, that they may | 
put in there. Admitting this, have 
they not then near 200 Leagues to 


come back again? And who knows 
boy what 


inces 7 
tar; 


a 
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what Miſchief may happen in ſuch a 


Run? The Wind which brings them 
from Port Mahon, downwards, would 
carry them, through the Szrezghts were 
they in Gibra/tar Bay, to-embrace the 
Opporrunizy; of it.. What Man can 
fay, chat che favourable. Wind they 
may have from. Port Mahon ſhall not 
ſhift when they moſt, want ir, and that 
they ſhall, not be forced upwards. a 
ſecond. time? In a Word, thoſe who 


# 4 


argue this Way ſeem nog to be of my 
Opinion, which is, That. whoever can 


Gibraltar, from Us, will not be long Be- 
fore they have Port Mahon 266. 
Were we deprivd of Gibraltar, I 
may venture to affirm, that we ſhould 
not have the Moors ay more at Poac®. 
with Us than they ate with the other 
States of Chriſtendom ; Tis certain, 
that from our Poſſeſſion of this Place, 
and our being ſo powerful at Sea, 
they regard us ſomething more than 


they do any other People, though 
that regard is little enough, conſider- 


ing they are not altogether inſenſible, 
that we are qualified to put an intire 


Stop 
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(18) 
Stop to'rheiri Coniinetce, 'Bubias- we 
never fully ſhewed our Power on'this 


Orcaſion, we may thank ui {Alves if 


we * ſhould ' hereafter meer" With! the 


fame Treatmegt thar we have formerly 


had from them, I-ſay, the Moors re- 


ö gard us more than they d any orher 


hriſtian State on account? of Gr. 
Zrultar: And the Reaſon is plain; 
for ſince it has been in our Hands 
Multitudes of © Fews hahe“ paſt over 
from Barbury; and "reſided? there, 
(Which they arè not admitted to do 
in any Port of Spain) where they have 
been ſuffer d to Trade; When the 
other Subjects of the * Emperor of 
Morocco haye been taking our Ships, 
and inſlaving our People 


7 22nd vue 


Notlung is more certain!” chan chat 


the Indulgence ſhewn ro the Fur in 
chat Place, is what prevents®it* from 
Thriving, and fruſtrates the Growth 
of its Traffick, which would 'natu- 


rally ſpring from the aptneſs of its 
Situation; for they are à penurious 


People, and uſe a different Method 
of Trading from Others; and as 
they live at a cheaper Rate for 


Provi- 
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proviſions, Cc. it is no wonder 
that chey — able to ruin the 
Market by . 2 moſt mo- 


” | crate; Dealers. 


Ly 


Should * 43 9 Ns preſent 
Peace, and it be thought 2dviſcable 
immediately to lay a Prohibition on 


the Barbary Commerce, it is hoped 
it will be done by turning the Bar- 


bary Fews out of Gibraltar; who ge- 
netrally are Agents for ſome of their 


Chiefs at Meguinex: And as they 


have reaped great Adyantages from 
its Trade, and have ſome: Influence 


on the Emperor, it is not unreaſon- 


able to believe they would uſe all 


their Intereſt to diſpoſe Him to a 


Peace, and have the Trade open d 


again, without a Ro mult 


ſtarve. | oy 

To me there appears no want of 
any , other Argument to -induce us 
to diſmiſs the Fews from Grbralray, 
than the great Advantages | which 
may accrue to the Nation by 
changing Hands, and thereby de- 


2 relving the whole Trade upon our 


347 own 
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own people; Nay, one would think 
their Removal might very . = 
be inforted by a late Treaty of Peace Mt 
with Spain, in the roth Artiele t 
which che Expulſion of them is ſo © 
preciſely ſtipulared : And as it is not 
to be queſtion d, that a Superſtitious, 
bigotted People, as the Spaniards are, 
axe very ſenſibly touched by the In- 
fringement of that Artiele; ſo it is 
highly probable that the Severity and 
ſtrict Hand they have kept over that 
Garriſon, is in a great Meaſure owing 
to the diſregard we ſhew them in that 
Particula. e 


When I ſpeak of the Jews as fru- 
rating the Growth of the /Traffick 
in Gibraltar, I would be underſtood 
chiefly'to point at tlioſe of Europe; 
ſince tis they who moſt hurt us; for 
as they come from Italy, Holland. 
and other Places, they draw thither 
large Quantities of Goods from thoſe 
Countries for the Markets of Spain 
and Barbary; whereas, were they © 
removed from thence, the like, or 
larger Confignations would be ſent 
from all Parts by Fng!/iſh Subjects 
N to 


) 


to their Correſpondents there, who | 


certainly have the beſt Right to any 
Benefit the Place can afford. Bur if 
through any dye Intereſt, they ſhould 
be able to defeat our Attempts to re- 
move them, and maintain _ their 
Ground in ſpight of all Reaſon, and 
the Obligation we have to Trea- 
ties, they would have no reaſon to 


murmur if they were forced to pur- 


chaſe a Liberty of remaining there 
by a yearly Tax, as they did for. 
merly in Exgland, and do at this 
Day in moſt, if noc U, the Roman 
* Catholick Countries where they are 
permitted to inhabit. Tis not im- 
probable that a little Severity in this 
Point, would in Time make them 
abandon the Place, and, by degrees, 
effect what cannot be compaſſed all at 
once. 


As for the Jews and Moors from 
Barbary, who are permitted to trade 
in, and reſide at Gibraltar, it appears 
no leis neceſſary, for the Secutity of 
our Dealings, chat they ſhould not, 
in Time of Peace, be ſuffered to re- 
main there continually, but only for 


ſuch 


(my 


\ 
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ſuch 3 moderate Term of Time as may 
be judged ſufficient to conclude and 
perfect their. Buſineſs; for as tlie 


granting them an unlimited Liberty to 


reſide there would ever make them 
negligent and dilatory in adjuſting 
their Accounts; ſo, on the other 
Hand, if a fixed Time was ſet for their 
Departure, and all Hopes taken from 
them of leave to ſtay longer, it 
would make the Merchant continue 
in his Dealings with them, and ſoon 
lay them under a Neceſſity of bring- 
ing Money or Goods to purchaſe, or 
barter for what they wanted. At pre- 
ſent indeed we are in Peace with this 
People; but ſhould; they ever break 
with us, I hope this Point will not be 
diſtegatde@ dt 


* 


It muſt be granted, that the Trade 
with Barbary is not to be deſpiſed, 
ſince ir already rakes off a confide- 
rable Quantity of our Woollen Manu- 
factures, and ſeems capable of a great 
Improvement. Which Conſideration 
alone ſhould render Gibraltar very 
valuable to us, ſince by our Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, we ſecure to our _ 

th ar 
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that Trade, and their Trade to 4> 

| does again make them more readily 

enter into Friendſhip with Us than 

7 other Nation; ſince it does not 
appear e they could ever be in- 
duced to cultivate a Peace with ay 
7 _ 1 we f | 
ra. vHew? E 21 7. 

1 * Ting i now confi derd che Value of 
wy”. raltar, in reſpect to Barbary, let 
us view the Advantages which accrue 
to Great Britain by it, in reſpect to 
* pain and Frante. It is an unkon- 
Arovetted Maxim, That the want of 
Nut moſt clearly ſhew the Worth of 
3 then. "This is verified in the Spanitrds, 
who never truly knew the Value of 
i#1tar till it came into our Hands. 
They now regard it as One would a 

Shri Eſtate, that either a Father, or 

 Grijidfather, has loſt out of the Fa- 
milly: What is it He would not do 
to ring it into the Family again, and 
thereby make amends to his Poſte- 
rity, for what they might otherwiſe 
Fhave' curſed ſome of their Predeceſ- 
Xfors? So fares it with Spain in ref pect 
ro Gibraltar; for notwithſtanding it 
pecame Ours by right of War, 5 

ſolemn 


have all al eng iþ 


lomn Treaty, yet (have. e. they ever 
es, been uſing: * dy t.Endea- 

ours to regain, it; -Prai- 
ſed, all their Arremprs. have hitherto 


proved . fruitleſs,, and it is hoped. will | 4 


ever prove ſo, ſince to part with it is 
kr putting a Sword into an Enem 


merce, which all mu t own ro be the 


Strength of Great Bripejn 1. 4/10 ty 
The: deep 


AT, £3 Wn 


p Concern the So nerds 
"a, at 13:.gur © ſſon 
their Poſe — re- 


of Gibraltar, and 


ally when it is conſider d, that by i 


holding of it we. are.cnabled to com- 
mand Reſpect not only from every 0 
Power which looks into the Medirer- 


ranean, but even from choſe far diſtant 
from it, who are in any wiſe cog- 
cern'd in Trade that way. Had we 
in the late War conſtantly ſtationed a} 
Squadron of Ships, at Gibraltar, we 
ſhould have made both Spain and 


France fully ſenſible of our 5 : 
9 


Carl. > 


and ; Nay, tis 2 giving $pain N 


. 
at 
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gain it, ought E y to be num 
ber d among the Reaſons for our ne- 


ver parting With it, and more eſpeci- 


by our Poſſeſſion thereof. But alas 
fo blind were we then to our own In- 
tereſt, that we neglected it. This 
our Enemies behel with Pleaſure; 
for the Spaniards expected We ſhould 
have greatly interrupted their Trade 


win to the Weſt Iudies, and other Parts; 
it is and the French were in equal Pain for 


rheirs. Since then it is ſo well known 
chat we have not made the Uſes of 
== Gibraltar as we ought, it is to be ho- 
ped we ſhall manage more wiſely for 
the future, and not undervalue what 
ve have ſo much neglected. | 


We have a late Inſtance further to 


4 d prove the Value of Gibraltar in reſpect 


to Spain. Tis well known, that in 


the late Rupture with that Crown, 


our Merchants at Cadiz, Malaga, and 
other Parts, were obliged to leave that 
Kingdom in great haſte: Had we 


ery not been poſſeſſed of Gibraltar, 1 
would fain know whither they muſt 
act have gone, and where they would 


have found an Aſylum 2 Gibraltar was 


| the only Place they had to retreat 


to; That was their Sanctuary, and 
there it was that they had- an Oppor- 
5 D tunity 


part, I cannot help treating them as 


BRITAIN. © 


Blood and Treaſure, in their At- 2 


2e 


tunity to gather in their Effects, and 
recover ſuch Debts as might other- 


wiſe have been loſt. This ought alſo 


to be conſidered, (more eſpecially ſince ¶ our 
the ſame may happen again) and thrown ¶ mic 
into the Scale againſt the idle Clamours 
of Thoſe wha will have Gibraltar to 
be a Burthen to the Publick. Many "Mt 
of this Stamp, under a Profeſſion of 

diſintereſted Zeal for our preſent hap- 
py Eſtabliſhment, are roo too often 
taken to be Friends to it; But, for my 


Romiſh Emiſſaries, or Scouts from an 
Enemy's Camp, ſince otherwiſe they 
would not ſurely go about to make 
that ſo uſeleſs and inſignificant, which 
every true Proteſtant and Engliſh Man 
regards AS ABULWARK OF GREAT 


Let any Rational and Diſintereſted 
Perſon tell me, whether France and 
Spain would have ſacrificed ſo much 


rempts to recover Gibraltar, if they err 


had thought it ſo inconſiderable as Port 
Thoſe would have us believe, who ᷑oſt 
make it their Buſineſs in all Com- 1 v 
panics to drop frivolous Reaſons for _% 


our 


f 


id 
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ſo | VVV 
ce our giving it up: Did not thoſe for- 
vn midable Powers bury 12 or 13000 


rs Men under its Walls, and afterwards 


* 
4 


to find, that, if they continued their At- 


4 


*Macks, it would be only to increaſe the 


3 


of Number of their Dead 2 Fully con- 
9997 - 

Finced, that all their Attempts that 

Way would prove fruitleſs, at laſt 


they drew off, and have ever ſince 


N | , 

xd 1 en playing their political Engines 
an 0 obtain what thoſe of War could 
ey 1 ot effect. | 

ke | ; 
ch We are generally regarded as a 
an {good-natured People by Foreigners; 
AT ind truly the Spaniards ſeem to think 


Js ſo, or otherwiſe ſurely they would 
Pot, with ſo much Gravity, go about 
Jo deſire Gibraltar of Us, after we have 
Maid out ſo much Money on it. Sixty 
thouſand Pound per Annum, I believe, 
Js under the Charge which the Go- 
Pernment is at to maintain this im- 
portant Place: If ſo, it has already 
eoſt us about a Million and a half; 
A vaſt Sum indeed! and greatly too 


INI 2 ; . N o 
for nuch to compliment any neighbouring 
our Prince with, even though He was 


ever ſo much our Friend. Would 
pot that Perſon be thought a Fool, 
9 e or 


(23) 
or a Madman, who being poſſeſſed 
of a fine Eſtate, and after laying out 
ſeyeral Thouſands on it, ſhould give 


it to a Neighbour, Whio, as ſoon as He 


had got it, might prove his Enemy, 


and by that Gift be enabled utterly to 
ruin Him? By a Patity of Reaſon | 
may we. be charged with Folly and 
Madneſs, if we ever part with Gi- 
braltar. Spain very ' nicely weighs 
the Importance of this Place to Us, 
and juſtly concludes from thence the 


Advantages - it would be to them 


could they repoſſeſs it, particularly in 
the Revenue of Tobacco in that 


5 * 
ad; 


* 
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believing that by our Poſſeſſion of 


_ 
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| | 15 
Nothing gives me greater Pleaſure 
than to compare the Condition of 


; 


our Navy with thoſe of | the other 3 


Maritime Powers. Our Fleet, thro' 


the prudent Management, and extra- 
| ordinary 


. 1 | 
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ordinary Care of the Gentlemen at 
the head of Naval Affairs, is in its 
utmoſt Glory, whilſt che Ships of 


le our Neighbours are rotting in their 
„Harbours, particularly thole of France, 


, chat once ſeemed to vie with Us for 
che Maſtery of the Sea; which they. 


Win hardly ever be able to do again 
if we keep Gibraltar, and uſe the ſame 


Vigilance and Care in our Fleet as at 
preſent : I ſay, France will ſcarce ever 


be able ro cope with us again at Sea 


if we uſe this Caution ; for it is well 
known, that when their Navy was in the 
beſt Condition, they could do nothing 
againſt Us in the Mediterranean, with - 
out joining the Breſt to the Toulon Squa- 
dron. By being poſſeſſed of Gibraltar, and 
keeping a proper Force there in a War 
with France, we have it in our Power 
to prevent thoſe Squadrons joining, 
and, of conſequence, to become as 
much Maſters of the Mediterranean as 
of the Engliſh Channel. 


Since then the Advantages of Gi- 
braltar. are ſo many to Us, let us con- 
ſider what it would be in the Hands 
of France, or Spain, when in 9 

5 with 


with Us. Can any one believe they 
would be wanting to make a pro- 
per Uſe of that which we moſt aſ⸗ 


ſuredly haye unhappily neglected : 
No certainly, a ſmall Force well ap- 


plied would ſoon make Us ſenſible of 


its vaſt Conſequence, ſhould we ever 
be ſo blind to the Happineſs of 
our Country as to part with it on 
any Conditions. In this Caſe, let 
any one figure out in his Mind how 
greatly our Trade to Turkey, Itah, 
and other Places muſt ſuffer; for J 
don't ſee how it could well be carried 
on without ſtrong Convoys, which 
cannot always be ſpared from a 
Fleet, eſpecially ſhould France and 
Spaix unite in a War againſt Us. 


T come now to conſider the Va- 
lue of our Mediterranean Trade, the 


Security of which is chiefly owing 


to Gibraltar, from whence, Sir, you 
will further ſee what a Jewel it is in 


the Crown of Great Britain. If I 


am rightly informed, the Ships ſent 
by our Turkey Company every Year 
up the Levant, may be worth about 
a Million of Money ; I am pretty well 

| aſſured 


"(yn 


aſſured, when I was in Turkey, the 
Value of thoſe Ships was not much 
wide of that Sum; the Return of 
which may be well argued to be 
much more conſiderable. Of ſuch 
Importance is this Trade to the King- 
dom, that it ought to have all imagi- 
nable Encouragement ; for as it car- 
ries out the Manufactures of our 
Country, it brings home that which 
employs as mary. Thoufands of our 


People as their Cargoes outwards 
did. 


Beſides this Trade to the Levant, it 
has been ſaid, that ſeveral Years ago 
the Cuſtoms of the Trade to Venice, 
Leghorn and Genoa amounted to abour 
300,000 per Annum : And as our Ex- 
ports have been more conſiderable 
ſince, and are at rhis time as high 
as they ever were, tis not unlikely that 
this Trade may be of much greater 
Concern than I mention. Without 
naming our Trade to other Places 
in the Mediterranean, it muſt be al- 
lowed that all this Treaſure is worth 
ſecuring, which is effectually done by 
our holding Gibraltar. Let none 


ther S. | 


* 


F 


2 Burthen to che Publick, ſinee 


my part, 
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there ſote hereafter talk of its hein 


Expence the Crown is at for it, id 
vaſtly over - ballanced by the many 
Ae derived from it. Fer 

believe it not impoſſible 
to bring this important Place under 
ſuch a Regulation, that the Govern- 
ment in Time ſhall not be put to any 
Charge to keep it: What occurs to 


me on this Occaſion towards eaſing 


the Publick, I ſhall conſider in its 
proper Place. 8 


Nothing is more certain than that 
the Welfare and Proſperity of Gi- 
braltar depends on protecting a Trade 
in it; and therefore, as ſoon as it 
came into our Hands, the Govern- 
ment conſidered, that the encoura- 
ing Merchants co refide there would 
be a means to render it moſt be- 
neficial to the Nation: Accordingly 


every Thing was done which was 


thought proper at that time of Day, 
to invite our own Traders to ſettle 
there, and thereby encourage the 
Exportation of our own Manufa- 
cures. Notwichſtanding this, 67. 


braltan 
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Lraltar is not without other Diſcous 
ragements to Trade, beſides what I 
— before mentioned in relation to 
the Indulgence ſhewn to the Euro- 


pean Jews there, Cc. Theſe may 


be ranked under three Heads, vix. 


r. The Badneſs of the Coin cur- 
rent there, which the Jews have 
counterfeited, and conſequently in- 


2. The Conſuls of other Nations 
ſettled there, who make Demands 
on Goods conſigned to his Ma- 
Jeſty's Subjects as well as to Foreign- 
ers, And, 


3. The want of a well conſtituted 
Civil Power. 


The two former have been ſuffi- 
ciently handled in a Pamphlet pub- 
liſhed about fix Years ago, by a Gen- 
tleman who ſtiled himſelf a Turkey 
Merchant, who treating of the Impor- 


tance of Gibraltar, in a Letter to the 


Lords Commiſſionets of Trade and 


Plantarions, choſe to write under that 
„ E. Cha- 


—— Wir atone ˖ . is er 


e e. 
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C haracter, the Turkey Trade — 
che moſt conſiderable of {any whie 
we carry up the Mediterranean, and, 


of conſequence, our keeping Gibraltar 


of greater Moment to the Levant 
Traders' than to others. 8 


As to the third Diſcouragement; 


thar Author ſhews the Advantages 
which would accrue to the Garriſon by 


eſtabliſhing a Civil Power there; but as 


He does not at all touch on the Office 
of ſuch a Magiſtrate, and ſeems to 
be at a Loſs on what Foundation to 
build, I hope I ſhall not be conſtrued 
to dictate ro my Superiors, when I 
offer to you, Sir, my Opinion in this 


Calc, | which is, 


That ſome creditable Perſon, well 
experienced in our Trade that way, 
may have a Commiſſion from His 
Majeſty, under ſuch a Title or De- 
nomination as may be thought moſt 


fuitable to his Office, _ Power, - 


when the Weightineſs of a Cauſe 
might require ir, to call to his Af- 
ſiſtance two other iable Perſons, by 
whoſe Authority ſhould be judged 
and decided all Diſputes depending 

between 


4 
1 
J 
, 
c 
1 


between Merchants, and ſuch other 
Controyerſies as relate to Civil Mat- 
ters. The better to ſtrengthen his 
Authority, He ſhould have Power to 
adminiſter an Oath, to ſeize and di- 
ſtrain Goods, and to impriſon in 


Caſes of Contumacy, or ill Behaviour; 


and the Commander in chief of the 
Forces ſhould be ordered to aid and 


aſſiſt this Officer on all lawful Occa- 
ſions, and not to interfere in any 


Caſe whatſoever, except where the 


Military Matters make it neceſſary, 
and then only join Himſelf, or any 
other ſufficient Land Officer, to be 
aſſiſtant in the Deciſion of the Con- 
troverſy. | 


It may likewiſe be a part of 
this Officer's Charge to make uſe- 
ful Obſervations, particularly ſuch as 
tend to the Improvement of Trade, 
and which way the Publick Charge, 
in maintaining the Garriſon, may 
be the ſooneſt, and beſt leſſend; 
which He ſhould tranſmit home, 
from time to time, to the Secretary 
of State, and Board of Trade. To 
which End He ſhould frame a Book, 

E 2 or 
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or Regiſter, wherein ſhould be fer 
down, in the moſt compendious 
manner, every Perſon's Name in the 
Garriſon, his Nation, and Employ- 
ment, and how long He has been 
an Inhabitant? From whence will 
naturally ariſe theſe following 
Lights. ; 


1. The true Strength of the Gar- 
riſon will thereby be throughly known, 


2. Some Judgment may be for- 


med of the proper Uſe of ſuch In- 


habitants as are Foreigners in caſe of 
any Emergency. 


3. It will be an infallible Way ta 


come at the Rents and individual 


Sums paid as Fines for Houſes, Ware- 
houſes, Shops, c. | | 


4. It will furniſh ſubſtantial Ma: 


terials for any Project that may be 


fallen on for improving the Perqui- 
ſites, which certainly would go far 
rowards defraying the Expence which 
the Government is annually at for the 
Garriſon. atmo 
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I am not inſenſible, when 1 talk 


of applying the Perquiſites of the 


Government of Gibraltar to the Bene- 
fit of the Publick, that Some will 
exclaim againſt me who are inte- 
reſted therein: For my part I am 
unwilling to give Offence to any 


but, in this Caſe, my Subject will 


not allow me to pleaſe every One. 


As I am only advancing what may 


be for the Publick Good, I think 
none ought to be offended ; nor do 
I believe any will but ſuch who 


poſtpone the Welfare of the Com- 
munity to their own private Views. 
That the Perquiſites I am ſpeakin 

of are contiderable is agreed by af 
impartial Men ; and notwithſtanding 


ſome may have endeavoured to de- 
preciate and repreſent them as inſig- 
nificant, yer, on the other Hand, they 
have been ſwelled to a great Bulk 
by Others: But Theſe being ſuch as 
think every Thing loſt that goes be- 
ſide themſelves, I give as little Cre- 
dit to them as to their Oppoſers. 


Perquiſites are tempting Things, 
and turn many from the Paths of Vir- 
| rug 
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tue with as much Eaſe as they 
have diverted me from the Civil 


Power which I was treating of: 


"Tis time therefore, to reſume my 


Subject, 


The Regiſter; or General Muſter: 
Roll, propoſed to be framed by this 


Magiſtrate, ſhould not be taken from 
any Pattern, or copied from old 


Books and Papers, ſince to build on 


a corrupt Foundation mighr be deſtry- 
ctive of the Deſign, 


J allow, that the Method here pro: 


poſed for this Enquiry may at firſt 


View appear ſomerhing harſh ; bur 
when the true Deſign ſhall be con- 
ſidered, wiz. That it is to ſet Mat- 
ters on a new footing, to correct what 


it defective, and to give the Govern- 
ment a new, and more wholeſome Con- 


ſtitution , ſurely it will not appear 
ſtrange. By this means hidden Trea- 
ſure may probably be brought to 
Light, and ſuch Inhabitants as la- 
bour under any Grievances may be 
redreſs'd; for when the Fear of their 
being continued is in fome meaſure 

removed 
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A removed, People will be tempted, 

f: either for the ſake of Juſtice or 
Revenge, to lay them open, and 


diſcover the naked Truth, which is 
not to be expected as long as the 
Apprehenſion of being left to the 
Mecy of ſuch as they have dif- 
—_ hangs threatning over their 
Heads. 


Let not any One believe, that T 
am here charging any particular Per- 
fon with Injuſtice, and Oppreſſion, 


ro- far is that from me; for T am only 
irſt arguing what Advantages will ac- 
bur crue to Great Britain in general, 
on- and Gibraltar in particular, by erect- 


lat- ing a Civil Power there; and ſurely 
hat I may then ſuppoſe there may be 


ern ſome Grievances to be redreſs d, ſince 
on- I believe every One will agree with 
Year me, That we hardly have a Go- 
ca- vernment abroad where the Subjects 
to of it have not Foundation for Com- 
la- plaint of one kind or another. Hu- 
be manum eſt errare will certainly ju- 
heir ſtify me here; and where is the Man 
ſure that expects Perfection to ſpring from 


ved Imperfection? 


Many 
— 
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be made of ſuch an Authority as-I 
have been here ſpeaking of, if pla- 


ced in an honett and well choſen 


Perſon: And as it appears to be the 


only Expedient to give new Life 
and Vigour to the languiſhing Com- 


merce of Gibraltar, I hope it will 
be regarded, and in Time to ſee as 


confiderable a Factory of my own 


Country-Men there as in any Port 
abroad. Trade, it muſt be allowed, 
cannot flouriſh under a Military 
Power; for it is of ſuch a Nature, 


that vir can no more thrive without 


the cheriſhing Warmth of a Civil 
Government than a tender Plant, 
which requires the Influence of an 
indulgent Sun, can live in Green- 


land. 


The Merchant who does Buſineſs 
at Gibraltar, aſſuredly ſuffers by the 
want of a regular Court of Juſtice 
there; for being ſometimes under a 
Neceſlity of truſting Shop-keepers, 
Fc. they don't all pay ſo ſtrict a 
regard ro Honour and Credit, as 


they 


Many are the Uſes which might” 


if * 1 
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they would do was there a Power 
ro frighten them into their Duty. As 


for tlle Commanding Officers there, 


they care not (and certainly they are 
in the right) to interfere and deter- 
mine in Diſputes between Merchants, 
ſince it is not only out of their Pro- 
vince, but their Deciſion might be 

cenſured on a Complaint at home. 


Forcigners would certainly trade more 
to Gibraltar, was there a Civil Power 
lodged there that they might apply 
to in caſe of any Difference between 
them and the Inhabitants, After 
this, Sir, if Gibraltar has any con- 
ſiderable Friends, we need not doubt 
ſoon to ſee its Trade encouraged 
and protected beyond what ir has 
hitherto been, and other Matters re- 
gulated there by ſuch a Magiſtrate as 
I have been treating of, 


I again repeat it, that T am one of 
Thoſe who think ſome Expedient may 
be fallen on ro help the-Government 
in the Expence it is at for maintain- 
ing Gibraltar; Nay, that in Time ir 
may become ſo conſiderable as not 


to want the leaſt Aſſiſtance for its 


F  Sup- 
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Support, Every Thing cannot be 
done at once, We muſt proceed gra- 
dually, and firſt fix a Civil Magi- 
ſtracy there, from whoſe frequent 
Norices to the Secretary of State, 
and Board of Trade, ſuch Lights 
may ariſe as will be ſufficient to 
induce the Parliament to conſider 
this Aﬀair. The Turkey Merchant, 
whom I have before mentioned, has 
pointed at ſome Things, which ſeem 
to deſerve more Attention than they 
mer with. His Propoſals are to this 
Purpoſe, vzz. 8 


1. That the Houſe-Rents, and 
1 Fines upon Entry, which at preſent 
„ fall into private Purſes, may be ap- 

| plied towards leſſening the Expence 
1 the Crown is at in maintaining Gz- 
; | braltar. 


2. That it will be no Hardſhip, if 
all Ships which go into Gzbraltar 
Bay, were obliged ro contribute to» 
wards the Crown's Expence alſo, 
by paying ſomething for Anchorage, 
as is Cuſtomary in other Ports. 


3. Thats not 
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3. That an Acknowledgment may 
be demanded for all Goods landed - 
at Gibraltar, as hath been done in 
Leghorn, and other Free Ports. 


4. That the King might, by Act 
of Parliament, be empowered to 
grant Leaſes of Houſes and Lands 
at Gibraltar for a certain Term of 
Years, 1 


F. That, the better to increaſe the 
Revenue of the Garriſon, ſeveral 
Houſes given away by the Prince of 
Heſſe to the Spaniards, during his Go- 
vernment (and which are larger than 
is neceſſary for bare Habitation) 
may be reclaimed. 


6. That a moderate Tax may be 

laid on all fort of Cattle conſumed 
in the Place; and alſo upon Wine, 
and other Liquors imported for the 
Uſe of the Garriſon. 


There will certainly be but few 
who read theſe Propoſals that will 
not immediately enter into the Rea- 

1 2 ſonableneſs 
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ſonableneſs of them. As to the firſt, 


(to which may be added the Rents 
of ſevcral Gardens in and about the 
Town, which are roo conſiderable to 
be omitted) J am well aſſured, no 
ſmall Sum would ariſe from this Ar- 
ticle, although it ſhould be pleaded, 
thar the Propriety of many Houſes 
in the upper part of the Town has 
been given away to ſuch Spaniards as 


were Sufferers, and moſt expoſed to 


the Fury of the Sicge : Nay, let 
them further plead, that ſome Exgliſß 
Merchants have all along enjoyed 
their Houſes Rent-free, yet wou'd it 
appear that no ſmall Sum would ariſe 
from the Rents of Houſes, Fines on 
Entry, Sc. When I ſay this, I would 
not have it thought that T am let 
into the Myſtcries of the Government 
of Gibraltar, I confefs I am not; 
however, I know enough, as to the 
Point J am ſpeaking to; for I have 


Teen an annual Computation of the 


known Perquiſites, which was found- 
ed on the moſt ſtrict Enquiries it 
was poſſible to make without pub- 
lick Authority: And ſince thoſe are 
ſo conſiderable, it is not — 

able 
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able to believe, that there are others, 
which are unknown, momentous e- 
nough to be regarded, though not 
to be diſcovered without much Dif- 


ficulty, except by ſuch an Officer as I 
have been ſpeaking of. 


As the 24 Propoſal of Ships pay- 
ing ſomething for Anchorage in G7z- 
braltar Bay, it carries nothing of 
Hardſhip in it. Let us remove thoſe 
Gentlemen who ſtile themſelves Con- 
fuls, as the Tarkey Merchant propoſes, 
and let the Duty exacted by them be 
applied to the Uſe of the Crown. I am, 
I muſt confeſs, at a Loſs to gueſs how 
they came firſt to be admitted there, 
ſince, as I apprchend, no ſolid Reaſon 
can be given, why France, Genoa, or 
Holland, ſhould keep ſuch an Officer 
there. So far are they from having 
any Factory, that when I was in the 
Place, I did not fo much as know one 
eminent Merchant in the Garriſon be— 
longing to any of thoſe Nations; 
which leads Many to belicve they are 


continued there for Purpoſes quite 


different from Trade. In a Place of 
ſuch Importance as Gzbrattar, we 
ought 
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ought to keep a vigilant Eye on 
every One, and even ſuſpect thoſe 
moſt who would appear to give no 
Cauſe for Suſpicion. Since I was on 
the Spot, I am told a Spaniſh Conſul 
is fixed there, but to what purpoſe 


TI will not pretend to ſay, though 


Some conſider Him as little better 
than a Spy on our Coaſt Trade, and 
believe He is planted there to 
make Remarks on Us more than for 
any other Purpoſe. Whether ir be 
ſo, or not, it is not my Buſineſs to en- 
quire ; Tis certain, that Conſuls there 
arc uſeleſs, and may be dangerous in 
ſuch a Government as Gibraltar; 
ſurely then all who love their Coun- 
try will give their Voice for their 
Removal, where there does not ap. 
pear to want a Precedent for our ſo 
doing. But ſhould they continue in 
their Poſt, it is hoped a watchful Eye 
will be kept over them. | 


The 34 Propoſition, of demanding 
an Acknowledgment for all Goods 


landed at Gibraltar, can be no more 


objected againſt than the other two; 
for if the ſame be done in ran 
: an 


(47) 
and other Free-Ports, I ſee no Rea- 
ſon why we ſhould not do the like 
at Gibraltar ; ſince it is but reaſonable 
Foreigners ſhould pay in our Ports 
what We do not diſpute paying in 
theirs. 


As to the 4th, That his Majeſty 
ſhould be empower'd by Act of Par- 
liament to grant Leaſes of the Houſes 
and Lands at Gibraltar for a certain 
Term of Years, it will be fo far 
from being prejudicial to the Place, 
that it will much encourage Families 
to go and ſettle rhere, which would 
not only ſoon reſtore the Town to its 
primitive Beauty, but make it popu- 
ous, and thereby add to its Trade 
and Security. It wears at preſent a 
diſmal Aſpect, and ſtill ſhews the Face 
ff War: Thoſe who have Houſes on- 
y repair them for the Time they may 
ontinue in them ; fo that if Care be 
ot taken, they will ſoon fall into a 
eap of Rubbiſh, and lie like thoſe 
vhich were batter'd down at our ta- 
ing the Place, which none have yet 
hought proper to reer from the Chaos 
hey are in ; which, no doubr, would 
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have been done, had a Ciyil Powet 
been eſtabliſned there ſo early as it 
were to be wiſh'd. _ hy | 


The 5th, Propoſition is ſupported 
with equal Reaſon ro the reſt ; for it 
is not to be ſuppoſed, that when the 
Prince of Heſſe gave ſeveral Houſes 


to the Spaniards, He gavè them to them 


and their Heirs for ever: 'T was ſuffici- 
ent to thoſe to whom they were given 
if they enjoyed them for their Lives. 
As therefore it is now ſo long ſince 
the Prince of Heſſe was ſo liberal in 
his Fayours, and many of Thoſe on 
whom they were beſtowed may be 
dead, ſurely it is not unreaſonable they 
ſhould now revert to the Government ; 
ſince I don't find that they were given 
to them for any other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe they loſt their own in the Fury 
of the Siege. Hiſtory furniſhes Us 
with many Inſtances where the Be- 
ſieged have been cut to Pieces inſtead 
of having Houſes given them, as in 
this Caſe : For my part, I much que- 
ſtion whether the Spaniards would 
have treated us with ſo much Indul- 
gence, had it been in their Power. 
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i Do not think, Sir, that T am hers 


8 2 


pleading againſt the kind Uſage the 


_ Spaniards then met with : No, I am 
far from that; for it is 4 Pleaſure to 
me to find my Country-Men of ſo 
generous a Diſpoſition, that after they 


have vanquiſhed an Enemy, they treat 
Them in the moſt friendly manner. 
Nor would I have you believe that T 
am ayerſe to the tewarding of Merit; 
however it does not appear to me 
that the Spaniards at that time of 
Day deſerved more of the Crown 
of England than the Subjects of it; 
and why they ſhould therefore be 
tempted to remain in Gibraltar by 
ſuch Gifts T can't conceive ; for they 
will {till be Spaniards do all We can, 
and, were it in their Power, would 
ſtick at nothing to turn Us out to 
make room for their own Country- 
Men. God forbid they ſhould not 
be tewarded, if they can plead 


any Services done fot Us; But T 


never yet heard but of One Spa- 
aiard who ſignalized Himſelf on our 
Side, and that was Mr. Foſegh Cor- 
rons, Whoſe Actions have jul mes 
tited a handlome Reward; for T 

| WT: have 
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030 
have ſeen ample Certificates of them 
from the Prince of eſſe, Governor 
Shrimpton, and Governor Elliot, not- 
withſtanding which the poor Man was 
in a manner ſtarving when I was at 
Gibraltar, So far has Merit been from 
meeting Encouragement there: But. I 
find all Places alike on this Ac- 
/ count; for if a Man has nothing elſe 
to plead but Merit, He is in a fair 
Way to ſtarve. | 


* 


As to the 6th and laſt Propoſal 
of laying a moderate Tax upon Cat- 
tle, &c. conſumed in Gibraltar, it 
would carry no Grievance with it; 
for, if Fame may be credited, ſuch 
Things have. been done in ſome 
Governments abroad, where the Pub. 
lick has been ſo far from reaping 
any Advantage thereby, that thoſe 
Profits have alſo fallen into private 
Purſes. Whether this Report be true 
or no, is not my Purpoſe at preſent 
to enquire ; All I have to argue is, 
4 That the Inhabitants of Gibraltar 
1 would feel no great Burthen in 
8 ſuch a Tax, even though it ſhould 
be Four Dollars for every Ox, and 
4 One 
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One Dollar for every Sheep, or Hog 
conſumed in the Garriſon. 


I éhaye already ſpoke of the 
European Jews, as a Miſchief to 
our own Traders in Gibraltar; 
and the Reaſonableneſs of laying 
a yearly Tax upon them, in or- 
der to make them quit the Place. 
This would not be ſo inconſide- 
rable but that it would pretty 
much increaſe the other Sums 
propoſed to leſſen the Publick 
Charge. | | 


Though I have often heard 
the Importance of Gibraltar diſ- 
ured againſt in private, I never 
Fer could ſee any of the Cobweb 
Arguments on that Side of the 
Queſtion in print. Thoſe who 
advance them ſeem to know their 
own Weakneſs, and to be aſhamed 
of pnbliſhing what they cannot 
but perceive would be eaſily re- 
futed, more eſpecially ſince if they 
know any thing of this Garriſon, 
they muſt allow that it appears 
impoſſible ir ſhould be taken from 
i G 2 Us 
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Us whilſt our Fleet temains in 
the good Condition it is in at 


pre 'Tis plain, that a. ſmall 


umber of Troops defended it 
ſeveral Months againſt the uni- 


ted Force of France and Spain : 
And as many Improvements have 
Tu made there ſince, ſurely it 


be done now. But fay it 
could not ; Whilſt We oyerpower 
our Neighbours at Sea (which 


ro all Appearance We ſhall ever 


do) We can at any time throw into 


jr the requiſite Aid, in caſe of a 
Siege. Sh 


After all this, who is there that 
is not for the Preſervation of 
Gibraltar > Surely none but Thoſe 


who would have their 2 


fight and conquer, and ſpend i 

Blood and Treaſure to er 
Towns to court our conquered 
Enemies with, and thereby ena- 
ble them to give Us ſuch a 
Blow as perhaps might put it 
out of our Power for ever to 
make them ſuch another Com- 


Pliment, | 
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pliment, if We had | a Diſpoſition 


to it. 


Let us not forget our brave 


OCountry-Men who fell at the 


taking of Gibraltar, but rather 


hold it as a laſting Monumert 
to their Memory: Nor let us be 


ſo forgetful to our ſelves as to 
think that Spain will nat try 
every Art to regain what will 
infallibly make her too conſide- 
rable for Us. The Spaniards are 
a People cloſe in their Deſigns, 

and infinite in their Ambition; 
We ought therefore to be on our 
Guard againſt them, and ever re- 
member, That England is never 


ſecure but when armed and pow- 
erful. Take Gibraltar from Us, 


and our Power muſt of courſe 
leſſen; therefore whoever votes 


it to Spain can be no Friend to 


his Country. If We ever loſe 
it, (which ſeems impoſſible by 
fair Play) or part with it on any 
Account, I ſhall date our Ruin 
from that Day, for Credit will 
moſt certainly fall upon ir, and 
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We; who are now courted by all 
the neighbouring Powers, ' ſhall 
ceaſe to have that Reſpect paid 


Us, which, in the Condition We 


at preſent are, We are jualified 
command from Siem.” 7 R F 


1 have now, Sit, dn on 
the various Uſes of Gibraltar to 
Us, in reſpect to Barbary, Spain, 
France, Trade, Ec. I have alſo 
3 out the Advantages. which 

may ariſe from, the fixing a Ci- 
vil Power there, and remafk'd oft 
ſuch Propoſals as appear to me 
to have a Tendency towards leſ- 
ſening the Publick Charge. Bur 
why do I recapitulate? You ſee 
u have done, and though you 
ike it, T am not fo. vain as 
to believe that there will 155 be 
Others, who may think I have 
treated the Subject unskilfully : 
Be this as it will, I have Bone it 
without Biaſs of Mind, and ſhall 
have Satisfaction enough to find 
any Hints may be gathered from 
hence for the Service of my 


Velux. 


Let 


- % 


ö 


Let not any One ſuppoſe 1 


. harbour the leaſt Thought, that 


there is any ſuch Thing now 
deſign d as the giving up Gival- 


tar. This is what I cannot think 


on, without T was at the ſame 
time to believe the Miniſtry 
wilfully blind to every ching 
which has a Tendency to pro- 
mote the Welfare of their Coun- 
try. The happy Condition We 
are in at preſent is, no doubt, 


owing to the prudent Conduct 


and skilful Management of Thoſe 
at the Helm; - and ſufficiently 
ſhews, that they will continue 
to do all in their Power to keep 
up the Regard which is at pre- 
ſent paid to Great Britain by all 
the States around Us, So far 
am I then from believing any 
One would make the leaſt Mo- 


tion to part with this Jewel, 


(which I was about to call the 
brighteſt in the Britiſb Diadem) 
that I perſuade my ſelf Al. 


wall hold up their Hands for 
anne xing it to the Crown ; and 


the 


* 
D 


"hs a 18 = 251 W im 
general have ſuch 4 Senſe of 
its Importance, that there was 
not an honeſt Eugliſpb Man bur 
ſhewed his Opinion of it by the 
Fears he expreſs'd about it, . 
parting with it was tlie of - 


all Companies. 
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The following Letter froth 
Madrid, gives me ſingular - Plea- 
ſure : Ir appears thereby, that 
the Spaniards are not fo ſan- 
guine in their Expectations of 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon as they 
have heretofore been. The Letter 
runs thus, viz. | 


Madrid, October 9. The Tti- 
n le Alliance concluded at Hau- 
over between the Kings of 
*& France, Great-Britain, 3 Pruſ- 
%, makes a great Noiſe at 
«© our Court, and has, in ſome 
« Meaſure, baulked certain Pro- 
„ jects which were upon the 
« Anvil. A Copy of this Treaty 
% was read and examined ſome 
8 2 ago in a Privy Coun- 

= cls 


«c 


r 6 


at very purpoſe at Se, LAde- 
e; The Reſu 4 of  rhat 


was Council” are” not. of aaron 
bur F#* Enqwn, but they were ſent this / 
the |; « Morning by an Expreſs to, our 
hen n Ambatlador . at Y3enva. Mean 
of . 1 1. while the Renucn of. G 
| e Brajtar and Port Mahon ſcems 


1 4 
2 355 . now more remote chan "a 


rom | ae ſigce the three abovefatd” 


le- ate entered ihto a cal 
that I "Guaranty of the Point 471 po 
ſan- x * fidetis : Beſides that, the Im- 

of e perial Court ſcruples to med- 
hey « dle any more with this Affair, 


and to interpoſe its good Offices 
« herein with the King of Grea? 
Britain. 


_ The Point ri poſh detis, mentioned 
3 in this Letter, is ſufficiently ex- 
ruſ- plained by the ſecond Article 


* in the Triple Alliance above 
my; mentioned, an Abſtract of which 
5 Treaty has been lately pub- 
= liſhed. The Article runs thus ; 
= I 
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Nes 2 550 50 for all the "reſpects: 


* as well in Europe as the other.) 
"Ie Parts. of. the World, not. only : 
«tg preſerve the Advant 8 „ 


„ are at this Time poſſeſſed l. 
ce put alſo Thoſe which they may 
< enjoy hergafter, binding them- 
& ſelves to uſe their good Offices 
e to ſee Juſtice done, in caſe i 
* | need, to the injured Party. * 28 
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Here we ſee enough to leſſen 
the Hopes of the Spaniards, - as 
to the View rhey might have of 
getting Gibraltar from Us; for 
* the Kings of a and 
Pruſſia are Guaranties for it, to 
preſerve * its Advantages, Prixi- 
leges, and Trade to Us. By thi 
Ve may be fully e * 
tlie Patriotiſm of Thoſe at the 
Helm, in the Care they have ta- 
ken to preſerve this important 


Acquiſition. Fee then the Hol 


